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NEW SHEEP MEAT BREEDS FOR WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA 
ie continuing decline in wool prices and the arrival of several new meat sheep breeds from 
South Africa are being seen as an opportunity for pastoral wool growers to diversify into sheep 
meat production, or to add value to their Merino flocks. Since the arrival of the Damara, 
Dorper and South African Meat Merino, the interest in these breeds has spread not only across 
the sheep areas of Western Australia, but also to many parts of Australia. Matthew Young 
reports on a number of demonstrations undertaken in recent years to assess the performance of 
these new breeds both on the farm and in the market place. 
The Meat program of Agriculture Western 
Australia was fortunate enough to first access 
the new sheep meat breeds from South Africa 
in 1997, when Dorper and Damara ewe lambs 
were made available through the importer. 
The major benefits from the introduction of 
the new breeds has since appeared to be their 
adaptability to the Rangelands of Western 
Australia. The new sheep have been bred to 
produce prime lambs and fat-tail sheep in low 
rainfall areas, and are therefore providing wool 
growers with the option of diversifying into 
sheep meat. 
South African breeds are also proving to 
have high value in terms of meat production. 
Offspring from the new breeds have been 
well received by the live and carcass 
markets, both within Australia and overseas. 
The use of new technology such as embryo 
transfer by pastoralists has also expanded 
opportunities for genetic improvement 
within sheep flocks. 
Callagiddy Station demonstration 
The ewe lambs were first run on Callagiddy 
Station in Carnarvon, owned by Peter and 
Ruth Johnston. The demonstration had 
followed a field day which had attracted 
considerable interest in the new sheep. While 
only five Damara and five Dorper ewe lambs 
had participated in the demonstration, the 
results and observations were promising 
enough to warrant further investigation. 
For the initial demonstration, the ewe lambs had 
been weighed over a 10-month period. The 
average rainfall for Callagiddy Station is 215 
millimetres, but during 1997 was 266 millimetres 
and during 1998 was 377 millimetres. Despite 
the rainfall being above average, the summer of 
1998 was the hottest and driest ever recorded on 
the property, with only 30 millimetres of rain 
from October 1997 until July 1998. It was 
during this time that Merinos lost condition at a 
fairly rapid rate, while both Damara and Dorper 
sheep actually gained weight (see Tables 1 and 2). 
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Callagiddv Station. Carnarvon 
Weights 9/4/97 to 26/2/98 
TAG 
57 
65 
90 
131 
159 
^ 4 W 
28.0 kg 
25.5 kg 
30.0 kg 
34.0 kg 
34.5 kg 
J 3 9" 
27.0 kg 
26.0 kg 
31.0 kg 
34.5 kg 
34.0 kg 
3 i : w 
40.0 kg 
38.5 kg 
48.0 kg 
49.5 kg 
51.0 kg 
lb 1 9S 
42.0 kg 
41.0 kg 
50.0 kg 
50.0 kg 
46.5 kg 
HBBI 
TOTAL GAIN 
14.0 kg 
15.5 kg 
20.0 kg 
16.0 kg 
12.0 kg 
Table 1 — Damara ewe lambs. 
TAG 
14 
37 
44 
76 
97 
9 4 m 
36.5 kg 
39.5 kg 
38.5 kg 
37.0 kg 
35.0 kg 
jtsm 
39.0 kg 
35.0 kg 
40.0 kg 
36.0 kg 
35.0 kg 
a i: w 
53.5 kg 
56.0 kg 
59.5 kg 
53.0 kg 
57.0 kg 
» 2 9S 
57.0 kg 
58.0 kg 
62.5 kg 
56.0 kg 
59.0 kg 
TOTAL GAIN 
20.5 kg 
19.0 kg 
24.0 kg 
21.0 kg 
24.0 kg 
Table 2 - Dorper ewe lambs. 
* Neither group of sheep received handfeeding during this period 
Barnong Station demonstration 
As a result of the Caiiagiddy demonstration 
and the interest being shown, a group of 
Yalgoo Pastoralists decided to further 
investigate the performance of these new 
breeds. The demonstration site was selected at 
Barnong Station, owned by Rob and Kathryn 
Mitchell. Other stations that assisted with the 
demonstration included Leith and Lynda 
Peskett at Edah Station, John and Judy 
Morrissey at Muralgarra Station, and Tom 
and Roxanne Morrissey at Thundelarra 
Station. 
Dorper, Damara, Suffolk and Merinos were 
used in the two-year demonstration. During 
the first year, 200 Merino ewes were purchased 
from Morawa, and the rams were joined with 
the ewes for seven weeks on each of the 
participating stations. Once mating had 
finished, all ewes were run in the one paddock 
on Barnong Station (see Tables 3 and 4). 
While these were not high lambing 
percentages, the Damara and Dorper rams 
were under 12 months of age. The zero 
percentage in the Merino mating would have 
been due to a ram fertility problem as all 
the rams were mated with the same source 
of ewes. 
Growth rates for the lambs continued to be 
monitored, with the property receiving 255 
millimetres of rain from May until August. 
This resulted in some excellent feed growth 
and this is reflected in the growth rates. (See 
Tables 5 and 6) 
Barnong Station 
Edah Station 
Muralgarra Station 
Thundelarra Station 
H -.-Z-s.?:-- _ .-• • 
1 Damara ram 
1 Merino ram 
1 Dorper ram 
1 Suffolk ram 
50 Merino ewes 
50 Merino ewes 
50 Merino ewes 
50 Merino ewes 
Damara 
Merino 
Dorper 
Suffolk 
70% 
0% 
60% 
67% 
Table 3 - Mating. Table 4 - Lambing percentages for 
year 1. 
Pure-bred Dorper 
ewes and lambs, 
owned by M and T 
Heyns at Northam. 
(Opposite page) 
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MIN 
MAX 
AVERAGE 
DAMARA 
29.00 kg 
58.00 kg 
36.95 kg 
DORPER 
27.00 kg 
42.00 kg 
32.31 kg 
SUFFOLK 
19.00 kg 
41.00 kg 
29.46 kg 
Table 5 - Live weight in kilograms 20/11/98 13-20 weeks old (weaned). 
A draft of Damara, Dorper and Suffolk lambs 
were then processed at the W A M M C O 
opera t ion in Linley Valley. The s ta t ion 
managers involved in the demons t ra t ion 
travelled wi th the sheep to Linley Valley to 
view the processing operation. 
MIN 
MAX 
AVERAGE 
% DRESSED 
DAMARA 
15.8 kg 
22.0 kg 
18.33 kginc tail 
45.5% inc tail 
DORPHR 
14.7 kg 
22.9 kg 
18.18 kg 
44.70% 
SUFFOLK 
14.9 kg 
22.3 kg 
17.83 kg 
44.20% 
Table 6 - Dressed weight and dressing percentage for sheep from Bamong 
Station. 
Eight Damara carcasses were airfreighted to the 
Middle East, four to the Uni ted Arab Emirates 
and four to Saudia Arabia for market appraisal. 
The comments from the importers were very 
favourable, particularly in relation to taste. 
The D o r p e r carcasses were also favourably 
received with the trader comment ing that some 
of the carcasses were on par wi th the top three 
carcasses at the Royal Show. While the results 
from the second year of the Barnong 
demons t r a t i on have no t been analysed in 
detail, the results seem to be similar to the first 
year. 
Woolibah Station demonstration 
At the beginning of 1999, another 
demonstra t ion was set up at Woolibah Station 
in Kalgoorlie, owned by Tony and Karen 
Crook . O n e Damara and one Dorper ram 
were used to mate station Mer ino ewes. The 
rams were mated to 82 ewes each. Dorper-cross-Merino 
carcasses, grown at 
Barnong Station, 
Yalgoo. (Above top) 
Fl Damara ram lambs 
from Callagiddy 
Station in Carnarvon, 
ready for export to the 
Middle East. (Above 
bottom) 
DAMARA 
119% weaned 
DORPER 
88% weaned 
Table 7 - Woolibah lambing percentage. 
Some first cross (Fl ) Damara ram lambs were 
sold to a live exporter with the final destination 
being Kuwait. The balance of the Damara F l 
ram lambs and F l Dorper lambs were sold to 
a processor in Coolgardie, w h o commented 
"the Dorper carcasses were a butcher's 
delight". This demonstrat ion is cont inuing for 
a second year. 
Future prospects 
The future for these new breeds looks 
promising, with the breeds likely to open up 
new opportuni t ies for woo l growers . In 
addition, other recently imported meat breeds, 
such as the Dohne Merino and the Afrikaner, 
have the potential to add further value to the 
industry in areas such as skin values. 
In summary, the new meat sheep breeds are set 
to play a major role in the sheep industry of 
Western Australia. 
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